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 SWL Guidance 

It is so nice to be able to 
finally welcome spring to 
the Nation’s Capital.  We 
have waited a long time for 
the warmer weather to ar-
rive.  With the arrival of the 
midterm report cards in 
April, we are now headed 
into the final term of the 
school year.  

We are proud of the show-
ing of our SWL musicians 
at the recent Kiwanis Music 
Festival. Our Junior Band 
received the silver award 
and the Saxophone En-
semble took second place 
as well. The Concert Band 
earned a gold medal and 
was honoured with an invi-
tation to participate in the 
National Music Fest Com-
petition.  Come out and see 
our talented musicians at 
Jazz Night Under the Stars 
on May 16th, and at The 
Big Show on May 31st.  

At this time of year we 
begin to plan for the end of 
the school year. If you are 
a student who is planning 
to graduate this year it is 
very important that you 
meet with your guidance 
counsellor to ensure that 
you are well on your way to 
achieving 30 credits by the 
end of June. In addition, 
you must have passed the 
Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Test (OSSLT) and 

have your 40 hours of Com-
munity Volunteer Hours 
logged in Guidance by June 
14th in order to be eligible to 
receive your Ontario Sec-
ondary School Diploma 
(OSSD) and to cross the 
stage at commencement. 
Potential graduates will re-
ceive their grad packages 
on Friday, May 10th. These 
packages contain timelines 
and instructions; an invita-
tion to the grad breakfast; 
community awards and bur-
sary information; a list of 
departmental certificates 
available to graduates and a 
valedictorian nomination 
form. We will mail the formal 
invitation to the parents and 
guardians of the potential 
grads on Monday, May 13th. 

Our School Council will be 
holding another Electronic 
Waste and Clothing Fund-
raising Drive  on June 1st 
and 2nd.  Please keep us in 
mind when you begin your 
spring cleaning.  Watch for 
announcements regarding 
the time to drop off your do-
nations. 

School Council’s Simply 
Giving Campaign  contin-
ues to attract donors. Dona-
tions from parents and 
guardians are always wel-
come. Simply Giving sup-
ports the enhancement of 
student activities and learn-

ing resources. Donations 
made be made by cheque or 
online on the School Cash 
Online website at: https://
ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com/  

 
Thank you so much for your 
support of our Toonie Tues-
day  fundraiser that took place 
on February 26th, in support 
of the Student in Crisis Emer-
gency Fund of the Education 
Foundation of Ottawa. Due to 
the determined efforts of Ms. 
Crich’s grade 11 Marketing 
class, we are happy to report 
that SWL students and staff 
contributed $324.84 toward 
the grand total of over 
$47,000 that was raised this 
year! This fund is available to 
help students with emergency 
basic needs including food, 
clothing, medication, back-
packs, and supplies. The un-
fortunate reality is that thou-
sands of students come to 
school hungry and under-
clothed every day. Staff, stu-
dents, parents and guardians 
from 115 schools, along with 
OCDSB trustees, school 
councils, and local business-
es, participated this year.  

 

Nancy Girozan 
Principal 

 

 

Science 
Mme Jérôme’s  grade 9 students attended MacSkimming Outdoor Education Centre where they spent the day learning 
about ecology. Mme Panneton-Kus’s grade 10 students participated in a field trip to Laser Quest and used their 
knowledge on optics. We are hoping to arrange a presentation by Little Ray’s Reptile Zoo and Nature Centre to our 
grades 9 and 11 French Immersion Science classes in May.  
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National Day of Remembrance and Action on Mass Atrocities: Indigenous Truths, Resilience & Trust  

On April 23rd and 24th Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School 
hosted a very successful Ottawa Youth Conference at Carleton 
University.  Thanks to our partnership with the Faculty of Public 
Affairs, the Richcraft Hall venue was made available for all our 
educational sessions. This was our seventh annual event in 
honour of Canada’s National Day of Remembrance and Action 
on Mass Atrocities (NDRAMA). This year the Youth Conference 
theme was Indigenous Truths, Resilience & Trust in recogni-
tion of the cultural genocide against Indigenous Peoples in Can-
ada.  

Over the course of two days, 800 students attended from 20 
high schools across the OCDSB.  In addition, Parry Sound High 
School participated as part of their trip to Ottawa, and three 
youth from the First Nations Community of Naotkamegwanning 
flew in from near Kenora to join us. 

The students and educators heard Rosanna Deerchild , of CBC 
Radio’s Unreserved, deliver a compelling keynote address in 
which she shared her journey growing up as a young Cree girl 

from Northern Mani-
toba.  She ex-
plained her path 
into media and 
broadcasting, as 
well as her foray 
into poetry and writ-
ing prose, empha-
sizing how im-
portant it is for 
youth to be storytell-
ers and for Indige-
nous youth to re-
claim the stories 
about their Peoples.   

The remainder of the day was divided into three workshops.  
Crystal Semaganis  of CBC Radio’s Finding Cleo Podcast, 
along with artist/writer/
producer Jay Odjick 
shared their stories 
relating to Indigenous 
Truths. In a second 
workshop set up as a 
sharing circle students 
heard from three 
guests as they ex-
plained their work in 
Indigenous Activism & 
Cultural Resilience.  
The third workshop 
was a Human Library 
style session whereby 
small groups of stu-
dents were able to 
circulate to three dif-
ferent tables to hear from the guest speakers on how their work 
and experiences related to Indigenous Trust and promotes rec-
onciliation.  

Both days, after a free pizza lunch for all participants, the audi-

ences enjoyed 
cultural perfor-
mances by the 
musical duo 
Twin Flames on 
Tuesday, where-
as the Métis jig-
ging trio Prairie 
Fire entertained 
the crowd on 
Wednesday.  

As hosts of the event, Sir Wil’s grade 12 Native 
Studies class assisted in planning the event over 
the last two months. Students played roles on differ-
ent teams including: Student Conference Manag-
ers, Guest Liaison, Communications & Media, Fi-
nance & Food, Logistics & Venue, and School Reg-
istration. Congratulations to the student planning 
team led by our Teacher-Librarians Mei-Lan Mor-
ton (recently retired) and Tricia Leduc . A special 
shout-out to members of SWL’s amazing Broad-
casting program, led by Alex Molnar , who recorded 
and photographed the events. Feedback from 
teachers and students has been very positive!   

During the Human Library style workshop students met with 

community leaders.  Kris Meawasige explained his work as 

OCDSB’s Indigenous Student Support and Re-engagement Coor-

dinator, while Shelley McDonald of the O%awa Hospital ex-

plained her role ensuring health care services for Inuit pa'ents 

arriving in our city. 

Crystal Semaganis shared her family story 

about her siblings’ fate as part of the 60s 

Scoop.  

Rosanna Deerchild, with Youth Conference Stu-

dent Managers Holly Dueck & Jose Miguel Jaimes 

Prada.  

Chelsea June & Jaaji—the musical duo 

Twin Flames. 

Owner of Birch Bark Coffee, Mark Marsolais, explained to O%a-

wa students how his local social enterprise uses the profit from 

coffee sales to invest in water filtra'on systems to install in 

First Na'ons communi'es under water advisories. 
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Theatre 

Following the success of 
our Seussical the Musical 
production earlier this 
semester, we will be stag-
ing a production of Al-
most Maine, a story about 
a quirky little town with 
very interesting inhabit-
ants, on May 1st and 2nd. 
This will be our second 
entry in the Cappies pro-
gram this year. Tickets for 
Almost Maine are availa-
ble through School Cash 
Online at www.sirwil.com. 
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For a glimpse of the exciting activities and 
learning that took place at the Indigenous 
Truths, Resilience & Trust Youth Confer-
ence, please check our event social media han-
dles on Twitter and Instagram @ndrama_2019.   

Of course this conference would 
not have been possible without the 
support of our sponsors: OCDSB Student Suc-
cess, Carleton University’s Faculty of Public 
Affairs and the Recruitment Office, the Educa-
tion Foundation of Ottawa, Ontario Secondary 
School Teachers Federation District 25, and 
Ottawa City Councillors Matthew Luloff and 
Tim Tierney .  

A big thank you as well to all the community 
leaders who participated as guest speakers. 
The learning that took place happened only due 
to their generosity in giving their time and ener-
gy to prepare for and deliver incredible work-
shops to our youth!  

Indigenous 

Knowledge 

Keeper 

Monique 

Manatch, an 

Algonquin of 

Barrière Lake, 

inspired the 

audience as 

she offered 

opening 

words for the 

Youth Confer-

ence. 

GRADUATION  

We wish to remind parents and guardians of graduating students that the only official school event marking this mile-
stone is our Commencement Ceremony  on Friday, June 28, 2019  at 10 a.m. in our gymnasium. While there may be 
a student-run “Grad Committee,” it functions as a non-authorized body. Its activities are neither approved nor sanc-
tioned by Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School nor by the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board. Please read the letter 
on the school website from the Principal to parents of graduating students. Students who are involved in any other un-
sanctioned graduation events are urged to be safe and considerate to themselves and others as they celebrate the 
end of their years at Sir Wil. Also, potential graduates are reminded that if they want to cross the stage at Commence-
ment, they must have successfully completed 30 credits, the Ontario literacy test, and 40 hours of community service. 

Paula Reynolds-Hall, Jus#n Holness and Simon Coady 

facilitated the Indigenous Ac'vism & Cultural Resilience 

workshop.  They touched on tradi'onal beading & STEM, 

Music & Fashion as well as reconnec'ng with Inuit culture. 
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Student Council 
Friendship and love were in the air on Valentine’s 
Day at Sir Wil.  Student Council celebrated Valen-
tine’s Day by selling flowers and candy grams 
which students could buy for their friends.  Oscars 
Night, our biggest Student Council event of the 
year, was held on March 28th. Students dressed in 
their finest black and white clothing and enjoyed an 
evening of music, awards and festivities.  Congrat-
ulations to the winners and nominees and thank 
you to all of the students who contributed to mak-
ing the event a success. 

April 2019 

Student Services 
College and University Applications  

Many students have received offers for the pro-
grams to which they applied.  College applicants  
must confirm their acceptance of an offer of admis-
sion before May 1st.  

Applicants to Ontario universities do not need to 
respond to offers of admission before June 3rd.  
Students are asked not to panic if they have not 
received an offer yet. Final university offers do not 
arrive until the first two weeks of May with May 
29th being the latest students can expect to hear.  

Students who have questions or concerns about 
their application are encouraged to see their guid-
ance counsellor and/or consult the OCAS (college) 
or OUAC (university) website. 

Co-op program 
If you are interested in getting real job experience 
in a field of interest, you should consider participat-
ing in the co-op program.  For more information on 
the co-op program and possible placements, you 
can see any co-op teacher in Guidance or visit the 
following website https://goo.gl/M7gfQz 

Summer School 
If you are interested in taking a Reach-Ahead 
course this summer, you must fill out the registra-
tion form and return it to your guidance counsellor 
as soon as possible.  Please visit www.ocdsb.ca 
under the orange Continuing Education tab for the 
complete list of course offerings and locations. 
Registration is open until June but it operates on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  

Fallingbrook Community Elementary School 
 

Past & Present Students and Parents & Guardians 

are invited to a 30th Anniversary Celebra#on 
 

Thursday, May 9, 2019—7-9 pm 

679 Deancourt Crescent, Orleans 
 

Please confirm your a%endance at the following 

event booking site: 

h%ps://www.evite.com/

event/0139LONSB7TD2QFVSEPJLJMQTLPBVM/rsvp?

utm_source=NA&utm_medium=sharable_invite&utm_campaign= 

send_sharable_link 

Physical Education 

On April 23rd, over 250 physical education students participat-
ed in our student-led Try Day Program with our new Battle 
Rope System. The fitness program was created, organized 
and imple-
mented by 10 
students from 
Ms. MacKin-
non 's grade 
11 Personal 
Fitness class. 
Katerina 
Bourka, 
Cheyenne 
Campbell, 
Carel 
Choueiri, Jade Gentès, Mikaela Huneault, Grace Ingh am, 
Averly LaBlance, Chaelan Murray, Molly Walker and So-
phie Whiting  demonstrated amazing leadership skills with all 
students who participated. They enjoyed seeing their peers try 
and be successful at this new fitness activity. We look forward 
to continuing this program with all of our physical education 
classes. It is with extreme gratitude we express our apprecia-
tion to the OFSAA "Try Day" School Program for providing our 
school with this unique, inclusive and exciting physical educa-
tion activity. 

We are very proud of our SWL Swim Team this year. Rhys  
Martin , a grade 10 student who helped coach the team, quali-
fied to represent our school at OFSAA in March for the sec-
ond year in a row. He swam in the 100 IM as well as the 200 
IM. While he did not qualify for the finals in his events, there is 
always next year! Congratulations, Rhys. 

The Lancers wrapped up a successful season of winter 
sports.  Highlights include quarter-final playoff appearances 
for our Senior and Junior Boys Basketball teams. Our Senior 
Girls Volleyball team advanced to the finals and fell a little 
short of defending their title.  Well done, Ladies! 

The Grade 12 Recreation and Healthy Active Living Leader-
ship class is looking forward to hosting the grade 8s from our 
feeder schools on May 16th and 17th.  Students will be taking 
part in our second Annual Girls and Guys in Sport Day.  Our 
future Lancers will participate in four different sports, promot-
ing the importance of physical activity in our lives.  Students 
will also attend a presentation by Olympic and World Champi-
on Hockey Player Katie Weatherston on goal setting and 
dealing with adversity. 

Mother Nature has finally cooperated and our Lancer Athletes 
are getting ready for spring sports. Lancers will be competing 
in Junior Girls Soccer, Track and Field, Varsity Girls and Boys 
Rugby, Varsity Girls Touch Football, and Varsity Boys Base-
ball. Best of luck to the Lancers as they compete with…...  

PRIDEPRIDEPRIDE    HUSTLEHUSTLEHUSTLE    DESIREDESIREDESIRE!!! 

Students should check the 

overflowing Lost and Found 

box in the Main Office! Items 

will be donated to charity soon. 


